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NOTES AND NEWS 



Early in November there was cabled to America news of the 
death of Herr Otto Salomon, director of the Sloydlararesemi- 
narium at Naas, Sweden. Herr Salomon organized the school at 
Naas in 1872 on a great estate contributed to the cause by his 
uncle, August Abrahamson, who made Otto Salomon his 
director. After the death of Herr Abrahamson in 1898 the 
foundation, by his will, became the property of the state, and is 
now known as the August Abrahamson Stiftelse. The funda- 
mental purpose of the school is the training of teachers along 
pedagogical and technical lines. Woodwork has been the special 
handicraft, but in 1902 courses in gardening, cooking, and sew- 
ing were added. All courses, however, must include pedagogy, 
gymnastics, and games. Since the school opened its doors to 
foreigners, five thousand students have taken courses in sloyd, 
and fifteen governments have sent delegates to study the system 
with the idea of introducing it into their own country. 

Some of Herr Salomon's more important lectures at Naas 
have been published in book form : The Theory of Educational 
Sloyd and The Teachers' Handbook of Sloyd. These books 
have been translated into five different languages. An aristocrat 
by birth and breeding, Herr Salomon was theoretically and peda- 
gogically a democrat. He was at once master, father, and friend 
to the people on his estate. As a man and as an instructor Herr 
Salomon made a deep impression upon all his students. They 
came away from Naas with a vital consciousness of his sim- 
plicity, integrity, mental alertness, wide learning, and cosmo- 
politan aims and sympathies. It may be too early accurately to 
estimate the service of Herr Salomon to the cause of manual 
training, but when the history of that movement shall be finally 
written the name of Otto Salomon will almost certainly stand 
first, not only in time but in importance. 
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